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How to Survey Candidates in Five Easy Steps 

1 2 3 

4 5 
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Webinar 
Housekeeping 

n Need technical assistance?   
E-mail: christina@artsed411.org 
Call: 626.578.9315 ext. 100 

n Have a question? Type your 
question into the question box  

 



+ Candidate Survey Partners 
 



+
Why do a survey?  
 
 

n Raises awareness among 
voters and candidates 

n Creates accountability 

n Builds relationships with 
elected officials 

Pat Wayne  
Deputy Director 
Arts Orange County 



+ Gather candidate information 

Invite candidates 

Send us your list of candidates 

 
Remind the candidates 

Promote the survey results 



+ Gather Candidate Information 

1 •  Gather contact information for 
all candidates at the CA 
Secretary of State website:  

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm 
 



+

 
•  A district with a hotly contested race or 

multiple seats up for election 

•  A district likely to get press coverage 

•  A district where you have relationships 
with community members and leaders 

 

1 Which district 
should I survey? 
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Invite candidates 
Sibyl O’Malley 
Director of Communications& Community Engagement 2 
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Invite candidates 

•  Use our sample letter  
http://www.artsed411.org/
action_center/survey_candidates 

 
•  Add your email address 

 
•  Request JPEG photo of each 

candidate 
 

•  Include briefing paper 
 

2 
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Send Us Your List of 
Candidates 

•  Email us with the names of 
districts and all candidates you 
plan to survey:  

 
sibyl@artsed411.org 
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Send Us Your List of 
Candidates 

•  Email us with the names of 
districts and all candidates you 
plan to survey:  

 
sibyl@artsed411.org 
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Remind the Candidates 
Candidate Responses Due Oct 6 
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Remind the Candidates 
Candidate Responses Due Oct 6 
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Remind the Candidates 
 

 
•  Candidates who do not respond will appear on 

the survey with “no response” by their name 
 

•  Email JPEGs of candidates to 
sibyl@artsed411.org 



+ Promote the survey results 
Charlie Jensen 
Development & Communications Manager 
Arts for LA  5 
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THE HOOK 
 
Why will people want to read the 
surveys?

Sample Tweets 
 
Ensure kids can compete for 
21st Century jobs: review our 
school board candidate 
surveys: ArtsEd411.org/
Survey #VoteArtsEdCA 



Give kids the best ed tools: 
keep arts in schools. Read 
school board candidate 
surveys: ArtsEd411.org/
Survey #VoteArtsEdCA 

Promote the survey results 
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THE HOOK 
 
Why will people want to read the 
surveys?

Promote the survey results 

Facebook: 
 
 Post survey links right onto your page, 
then let Facebook do the rest.  
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•  STAY POSITIVE & NEUTRAL 
Promote awareness 
Do not endorse candidates 
 

•  BE GRACIOUS 
Thank participating candidates 
 

•  REPEAT, RETWEET, REPLY 
Stay engaged with other users 
 

•  FOCUS ON THE OUTCOME 
An informed, activated electorate 
 

 
 

Promote the survey results 



+ Extra Credit:  
After the election 

Invite elected officials to special events 
 

•  Ask student to give a behind-the-scenes tour 
•  Share how students benefited by participating 

in this exhibit/performance 
•  Take pictures of elected officials at student 

events to be included in news articles 
 
Build relationships  
 

•  Take a school board member to coffee 
•  Keep them updated on arts education events 

happening in your school district 
•  Ask them for advice on how to increase arts 

education offerings in the school district 
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Questions?  
 

n Type your question into the 
question box and hit send 



+ Gather candidate information 

Invite candidates 

Send us your list of candidates 

 
Remind the candidates 

Promote the survey results 



+ Questions?  
 
Los Angeles: 
Charlie Jensen 
cjensen@artsforla.org 
  
Orange County:  
Pat Wayne 
pwayne@artsoc.org 
 
California Alliance: 
Sibyl O’Malley  
sibyl@artsed411.org 
 
 

? 
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For more information visit:  
http://www.artsed411.org/action_center/survey_candidates 
 
 


